THE POLAR BEAR - THE KING OF THE ARCTIC
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ONE OF THE LARGEST PREDATOR IN THE WORLD BUT IN DANGER
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Polar bears are classified as marine mammals
because they spend most of their lives on the sea
ice of the Arctic Ocean and Barents Sea

The word «Arctic» comes the Greek « dpktog» (arktos),

which means «bear» like the constellation. The meaning of
“north” derives from dpktoc (Arktos, “Ursa Major”),

because the constellation is in the northern part of the sky.
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Polar bear milk is the fattiest of
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FAT
Polar bears are built for living in the Svalbard, one of the coldest regions on Earth! « Pregnancy
« Fat over seven centimeters thick keeps them warm and helps them float when 'I' 230- 250 DAYS
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« Two layers of fur cover even the bottoms of their feet! This fur is hollow and clear : ges eminlength and around 75 ©

- birth once every 2-3
to trap warm air. By 2 years old, male cubs can be as
years big as their moms.

- Their ears and tail are small to prevent heat from escaping their bodies.
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Temperatures in - Reduced access to food
Svalbard grew four - Increase in drowning

times more than - Drop in general body condition
the global - Loss of denning areas

average - Lower cub survival rate
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INDUSTRIAL IMPACTS Increase in encounters
. . ) between humans and polar
More opportunities for industrial bears.

development grow as the tempera-
ture climbs. Offshore petroleum
installations and deep sea mining

projects in the Arctic are expected to If you like this document, The Explore Svalbard team encourages the use,

increase in number and will have a reproduction and dissemination of this material.

direct impact on polar bears, their our Motto : exploreflearn/change & share

habitat, and the entire food chain. o) FOLLOW ME
Follow us on instagram for more material about Arctic. They are free . @ IF YOU CAN
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